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Fig. 1.
The Grave Creek Stone
Smithsonian photograph 90-9022
(MS 3146, E.H. Davis Collection, National Anthropological Archives)

The Grave Creek Stone was discovered in 1838 during the excavation of the Grave Creek Mound, in
Moundsville, West Virginia, on the Ohio River, about 10 miles south of Wheeling. The stone, an actual
photograph of which appears in Figure 1 above, was a small inscribed sandstone disk, about 1 7/8" (4.8
cm) wide, and 1 1/2" (3.6 cm) high. The reverse side was uninscribed.

In 1838, the mound was reported to have been 69 feet high and 295 feet in diameter at the base, making
it the largest of the Adena mounds. Today the mound is preserved in the Grave Creek Mound State Park.
According to the Park website, the mound is currently believed to have been built between 250 BC and
150 BC. Figure 2 below shows the mound in its present condition. Note the relative size of the cars and
house.
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The Cast and Wax Impression

In 1868, however. Davis made a plaster cast of the stone and deposited it in the Smithsonian Institution.
In 1990, Donal Buchanan and [ visited the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History in order
to view the cast and to check out rumors that the Smithsonian had the original. The NMNH in fact has
four casts of the stone, but no original.
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